
 

  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT   Have you ever thought of Springtime as a two-
edged sword?   

On the one hand we have the ‘beauty’ as trees, shrubs and plants all burst 
into an ever so short flower-frenzy, enticing the bees to pollinate, before 
the ground becomes covered in blossom remnants and the leaves return 
for summer protection.   

On the other hand, we have the emergence of the ‘creepy crawlers’, you 
know the ones - spider webs across the pathways, bush flies, snails, 
snakes passing through.  Then we have the pollen filling the air for the 
bees causing medical emergencies like asthma, nasal sensitivities, 
sneezing allergies.  Who would think such beauty could cause such pain!  
Do you have a love-hate relationship with your garden? 

Our September speaker, Sue Cunningham, kindly stepped in at the last 
minute after Sabine Hanisch had to cancel her talk on Blue Mountains 
Orchids.  Sue’s presentation highlighted our responsibility to identify, 
eradicate and preserve a weed-free property, thus preventing invasive 
weed escapees into the bush. 

Our September ramble through the Don Le Quesne and Chris Morsby 
gardens in Holmes Street was a delight, Cherrydell and Foggylorne were a 
picture of Spring’s beauty.  A feast for the senses and an excellent preview 
of the outstanding gardens to be showcased in this year’s Leura Garden 
Festival. 

Happily enjoying Springtime 

OCTOBER GUEST SPEAKER OCTOBER GARDEN RAMBLE 

Graham Jurd – The place of ferns in the modern 
world with a focus on the larger ferns such as the 
tree fern.

Bryn Hutchinson’s garden in Blackheath Street, 
Leura followed by lunch at The Family Hotel, 
Katoomba. 
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